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purposing to maintain the peace there, and to man-
age there the interest and the affairs of Paradise. But
hardly had he set foot in the land when, against all
divine and human law, he was treated as a captive
by those barbarians; he and his companion, who
was a young lay Frenchman, were beaten, robbed,
and stripped naked, and led in that condition to the
next [3] village, where, the day after their arrival,
the eighteenth of the same month of October, Father
Jogues was murdered, and his companion likewise.
And the storm increasing from that on, we were sur-
prised by it before we had perceived it; and entire
villages of our Christians and other allied Savages
were carried off in it, without speaking of some
Frenchmen and Savages who were thus surprised in
lonely places.

Consequently, those perfidious people, resuming
their former routes, hold the approaches to the upper
nations blocked, which makes me almost despair of
being able to receive, this year, the Relation of the
Hurons,— at least, soon enough. God, nevertheless,
has not permitted that we should be frustrated in the
consolation of learning news of them, by way of the
nations of the North; news which enables us plainly
to see that, if the paths and ways of God are differ-
ent from those of men, for arriving at an end, they
are none the less certain.

The sufferings and the murder of Father Jogues,
and of so many good Christians, both French and
Savage, will never appear, to the bleared eyes of
nature, a [4] means for arriving at the consumma-
tion of our desires; but if, as we have every reason
to believe, Our Lord has willed to use them as the
price of the Spiritual blessings which he has shed


